Hypothalamic self-stimulation in rats following immunosympathectomy or central nerve growth factor antiserum injection.
In Experiment 1, immunosympathectomized rats self-stimulated at a much lower rate on high variable ratio schedules of reinforcement than injected controls. No differences were found for responding on continuous reinforcement or low variable ratio reinforcement schedules. In Experiment 2, a similar reduction in varialbe ratio response rate was found for subjects centrally injected with nerve growth factor-antiserum relative to controls. The results suggest a reduction in central catecholamine levels as a result of antiserum treatment.